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The Rock Garden

This simple and re

rarkable  garden
e meters from east
Lo west and Len meters [rom south 1o north,
1 is completely

irdiens of court

measures only twenty-fi

The rectangular Zen gard

dilferent [rom the gargeos

nobles constructed in the Middle Ages, No
trees are (o be seen: only fifteen roc and
white gravel are used in the garden.

The walls are made of clay bailed in ail

As time went by, the peculiar design was

miade of itsell by the oil that seeped out.

This inlernationally FEmous rock garden

was said to be created at the end of

Muromachi Period (around 1500), by a highly
respected Zen monk, Tokuho Zenketsu.
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Ryoan ji Temple

Originally a country house of the Tokudaigi Clan, it was
acquired in 1450 by Tlosokawa Katsumalo for use as
Zen training temple.

Il was destroved by fire during the Onin War and was
rebuill in 1199

It was registered as a World Heritage Site in 1994,
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Kyoyochi Pond

The pond was made in the late twellth century. Until recent years many manda-
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rin ducks were to be seen on the pond. Hence the Hyoanji was generally known as

Oshidoridera, the temple of mandarin ducks. The water wells out from around the
two rocks in the south. On the islet named Bentenjima is a hall, in which an image

of Sarasvati has been housed.
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A unique wash-basin of stone. “Tsukubai”

Tsukubai, the stone wash-basin for the tea room, has a unique inscription,
“l learn only to be contented.” He who learns only to be cantented is spiritually
vich, while the one who does not learn Lo be contented is spiritually poor even if
he is materially wealthy, This concept is important in the Zen spirit,

The Tsukubai is said to have been contributed by Mitsukuni Mito (1628—1700),
a leudal lord and the compiler of the great History of Japan known as “Dai
nippon- shi”,
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The Tea-room Zoroku (Closed to the public)
The tea room Zoroku is typical of the style
favored by Kishuza, a tea master of the early 17C.
Zoroku means Lo contain (or hide) ‘six’ The six
stands for the head, tail and four legs. Consequently
Zoroku me

ns o tortoise, which is the symbol of
Genbu, the guardian god of the north.




